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Design that Bridges Past and Future : An Homage to Kenzo Takada
'The Museum Collection Meets KUMA Kengo 2024412470 (1) —202542128 (1)
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Kengo Kuma, who says that “Himeji is a veritable mecca of
architecture”, has been working on the three great
architectural beauties of the area - Himeji Castle, Engyo-ji
Temple and the Himeji City Museum of Art - since 2021, and
has interpreted their essence using his own onomatopoeic
expressions: “Himeji Castle is ‘tsun-tsun’, Engyo-ji Temple is
‘para-para’, and the Himeji City Museum of Art is
‘kotsu-kotsu'". In 2024, after working on a number of projects,
Kuma will present his latest work through the onomatopoeic
word “kotsu-kotsu”, which combines the concepts of space
and time, and the coined word “kotsu-gotsu”, which is a
development of “kotsu-kotsu”.This exhibition features a new
model of the former Takada residence in Paris that Kuma
renovated, an installation composed of videos, mock-ups, and
Takada's works and personal belongings, and around 20
architectural models and mock-ups, which reveal the design
thinking of Kuma and Takada that resonated with each other.
In addition, the results of the Hazuki Teahouse Project
currently underway at Engyo-ji Temple will be presented in
the form of a model. The Hazuki Teahouse is a resting place
that faces the Maniden, which was designed by Goichi Takeda,
who Kuma greatly admires, and has its origins in the
bathhouse where pilgrims would purify themselves. Just like
the legend of the encounter between the temple’s founder
Shokd Shonin and Izumi Shikibu, which gave the Teahouse its
name, the image of the future Hazuki Teahouse is developed
through the timeless dialogue between Takeda and Kuma.
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Kengo Kuma renovated the former residence of Kenzo
Takada in Paris, “Takada Kenzo House", in 2018. This
residence is a spatial work that can be said to be the
culmination of Takada's design philosophy, and the current
form of the residence after the renovation by Kuma can be
positioned as a collaborative work between Takada and
Kuma. Kuma, who uses onomatopoeic words to describe the
multilayered nature of history, uses the unique
onomatopoeic word “kotsu-kotsu” to describe the

achievements of Takada, a designer from Himeji who learned
from history and promoted innovative design to the world.
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Himeji City Museum of Art: 079-222-2288
68-25 Honmachi, Himeji, Hyogo 670-0012
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